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introduction
Please note that Lazarus Goodall is not a story against the Ten Commandments. It’s a
story that points to who you are prior to all belief systems and how belief systems such
as Christianity are lived into being. Standing for or against anything is irrelevant to
Lazarus Goodall’s conversation. His rebuttals are not a response to separation but a
response as Non-separation.
With that, I’ll turn it over to Lazarus Goodall…
Michael Richardson-Borne
2017

preface
WASHINGTON – Last weekend, everyone who owns a smartphone in the United States
likely had a bizarre experience on Sunday morning when their lock screens were
overtaken for 5 hours by a mysterious text message titled The Holy Rebuttals of
Lazarus Goodall.
The United States government has oﬃcially classified the prank as an act of terrorism
and an in-depth investigation is underway. Due to the content of the message, it has
been stated that the security breach is not thought to be connected with any known
terrorist organizations or with the Russian hackers accused of meddling in recent US
elections.
In Sunday’s terrorist attack, the hacker was able to take the lock screens of all Android
and Apple mobile devices hostage, rendering the mobile devices all but useless. The
hostile act limited phone functionality to a single option – scrolling through and reading
the hacker’s written document. Power oﬀ and sleep buttons were also disabled.
“This is an act of extreme concern for United States cyber security,” said Republican
terrorism expert Sean McMahon. “It’s a blatant act of information warfare. Taking shots
to undermine the backbone of religious faith in this country is not only egregious, it’s
irresponsible. If what Goodall says is true, the United States has been built upon a lie.
And, obviously, the people of this country know that is not the case. We all demand
this person be brought to justice.”
The twenty-page digital document is a well-organized point-by-point response to the
Old Testament’s Ten Commandments. Much of the manuscript is focused on what the
author calls the “Separate Self” and “Non-separation.” Black and white images are
placed periodically throughout the text as section headers with the end of the work
signed by the mysterious name “Lazarus Goodall.”
“It’s actually an intriguing work from both a literary and a religious perspective,” said
Yale University Professor of Religion Mary Moore. “It’s like Goodall’s goal is to send
Moses back up the mountain-top to find nobody there waiting for him. This is not an
amplified echo of Nietzsche’s “God is Dead” or a reactionary rebuke of traditional
Christianity. This is a clarion call stating that God can never exit or arrive because the
concepts of Christian extremists, agnostics, and atheists all blossom from a single
source.”
During the attack, there were an estimated ten million downloads of the short
manuscript. After phones were reactivated Sunday afternoon, #LazarusGoodall trended
on Twitter for hours and the images in the text were seen on Instagram accounts in
dozens of countries including India, Malaysia, and New Zealand.

Chief political correspondent Ian Kinzer said, “The Rebuttals are like a contemporary
version of Martin Luther’s 95 theses – except Goodall’s reformation is more focused on
internal neglect than external corruption. The suspected perpetrators not only had to
be advanced programmers but also fairly adept in spiritual philosophy. It’s interesting
that the first attack of this magnitude is pointing to love and Non-separation rather than
more aggressive forms of political jockeying.”
Suspects have been targeted in Southern California and the Bluegrass region of
Kentucky. No further information is available at this time.

The Holy Rebuttals of Lazarus Goodall

COMMANDMENT #1
Thou shalt have no other Gods before me.

rebuttal #1
1.1 Demanding the worship of a formulated object outside of the Separate Self is
outlawing introspection.
1.2 It’s distracting us from Non-separation with the dark curtain of the Separate Self.
1.3 By keeping our attention focused outwardly, fear is incited instead of peace, hope
instead of truth, violence instead of love.
1.4 When submitting to a God, our essence is controlled rather than lived – and our
realization of Non-separation remains a secret masked by the transference of
separation onto separation.
1.5 In the scenario of this commandment, the Separate Self is God.
1.6 Using the words “thou” and “me” (and meaning it) is the indicator – the unjustified
creation of self and other.
1.7 When properly seen, what appears to be two separate entities in a relationship is
actually a single illusion mapped over Non-separation.
1.8 Calling yourself God is ok, but not personally.
1.9 No God can be before any other – all Gods equally point to ultimate existence
through self-inquiry. To grant an idea a personal life that is not its own is merely the
trickery of the Separate Self.
1.10 The Separate Self wouldn’t exist without the unity that preceded it – and neither
would the God of which this commandment speaks.
1.11 Non-separation looks God in the eyes as a single unified source.

COMMANDMENT #2
Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image.

rebuttal #2
2.1 Notice the concern with graven images while simultaneously making an idol of the
Separate Self.
2.2 This unidentified fixation leaves a pantheon of obscure objects plastered over the
enduring keeper of separation – which is plastered over the eternal light of Nonseparation.
2.3 The Separate Self is a graven image that places images over interpretations,
interpretations over ideas, and all three over an awareness that is present to anything
that arises.
2.4 Awareness is pristine to its core, not separate from the glow of graven images.
2.5 As Non-separation, there are no idols and no pantheons – anything worshipped is
just another object in awareness whose personal actions fail to be its own.
2.6 There must be a Separate Self to worship false idols – but neither the Separate
Self nor false idols are real in the way separation imagines.
2.7 If not seen properly, all figures reinforce separation as they are perceived as
distinct objects playing oﬀ one another like jazz.
2.8 Worshiping from Impersonal Experience is qualitatively diﬀerent than worshiping
from personal experience.
2.9 In personal experience, graven images are separative theater giving meaning to
what is perceived as an autonomous individual or Separate Self.
2.10 As Impersonal Experience, graven images are one with the individual and the
unified circus-like surroundings. When the circus releases Impersonal Experience, the
existence of Non-separation appears.
2.11 Non-separation is the complete and total surrender to being lived – graven
images are the product of a Separate Self doing the living.

COMMANDMENT #3
Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain.

rebuttal #3
3.1 Language is an object of separation, a tool of the Separate Self used to invite and
reinforce the illusion of separation.
3.2 A collection of Separate Selves with their linguistic habits, obsessions, and
predictable tendencies create the stage for the unfolding of what we call culture.
3.3 Culture is a battle of concepts – a limited-depth internal game where the Separate
Self compares the way things are to the way things are supposed to be.
3.4 Political systems, legal systems, religious philosophies, etc. are all based on which
concepts the Separate Self wants to define them – a separative determination of which
words can or can’t be taken in vain.
3.5 The Separate Self believes it’s an individual using a personal language with
personal meanings that reflect personal beliefs and outcomes tied directly to an
extraction from the whole.
3.6 The language of the Separate Self is a deviation from living as the existence of
Non-separation – giving precedence to linguistic manipulation instead of the selfrightening space in which all concepts arise.
3.7 The Separate Self is a construction of words that builds stories to divvy up
attachment. Non-separation engulfs language as the movement of life itself – the
internal and external stories melt away like an impersonal wave, not rendered.
3.8 When one’s Lord is the Separate Self, the whole of existence is taken in vain,
not just a single descriptor.
3.9 Feelings of guilt for taking a single name within a bundle of identity stories in vain
leaves the true Lord hidden, in danger of being forgotten.
3.10 Non-separation heals forgetfulness by revealing the nature of language is an
impersonal symphonic movement rather than an autonomous action.

COMMANDMENT #4
Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.

rebuttal #4
4.1 Holiness is a commitment to inquiring into the nature of the Separate Self.
4.2 Seeking of the self does not have a special day – all days are “before zero” in the
eyes of Non-separation.
4.3 The Separate Self correlates the holy with external acts of goodness – making
holiness a trait that describes an imaginary individual who is perpetuating separation or
“anti-holiness.”
4.4 Once Impersonal Experience is realized, the world turns inside-out and life goes on
living as before – but the holy now appears as nothing and everything at once.
4.5 As Non-separation, habits like the Sabbath may remain – but they are lived in a
spontaneous context without attachment to any outcome.
4.6 Concern with outcomes reveals wrong understanding. The Separate Self believes
holiness is based on memory and the execution of presupposed tenants of goodness –
which only serves to constrict the flexibility of the present moment.
4.7 Separation is holy as a by-product of Non-separation.
4.8 The only thing that needs to be remembered is Non-separation – a remembrance
that has nothing to do with personal memories.
4.9 Independent of time, Non-separation is the holy movement of everybody all at
once.
4.10 Today is not separated from any other day – when time is not split, the world
eﬀortlessly and spontaneously falls into place as a continuous episode of results that
can only take form in the exact way they happen.

COMMANDMENT #5
Honor thy father and thy mother.

rebuttal #5
5.1 Who were you before your parents were born? – this is a sincere question that
points beyond the experience of a Separate Self.
5.2 Individuals are not born to (or from) other individuals unless they are embedded in
the worldview of a Separate Self.
5.3 The oﬀspring of Non-separation arrive from a pre-existing unity that unfolds out of
itself as a story of itself.
5.4 Honor consciousness, the keeper of the known. Honor Non-separation, the keeper
of the keeper. But do not honor objects from the point of view of an object. That’s
separation.
5.5 When father and mother believe themselves to be separate autonomous entities,
the context of birth is one where separation is the law of the land.
5.6 When the Separate Self is the totality of your experience, honor becomes a
projection of admiration onto objects outside of an imaginary personal boundary –
respect becomes the fantasy of paying homage to an illusion.
5.7 Magnifying concepts based on an established narrative is blind faith in separation.
Rules and roles perform themselves impersonally – even when the Separate Self has
not been revealed as the mind.
5.8 Children are born into a culture of separation, honoring their father’s and mother’s
illusory paradigm to the detriment of knowing their true being. It is possible to shift this
context to Non-separation – transforming the experience and existence of birth.
5.9 Honoring the division of personal experience further entrenches the legacy of the
Separate Self and the dominion of separation.
5.10 Non-separation is the realization that father, mother, and oﬀspring can never be
singular, even when seated at the same table.

COMMANDMENT #6
Thou shalt not kill.

rebuttal #6
6.1 Death is not real, but dying happens.
6.2 Being lived as Non-separation, killing is encouraged but not slaughter – the
Separate Self can die while life still functions with full vitality.
6.3 Dying as Non-separation is an eﬀortless surrender to what wants to happen in
every moment.
6.4 The death of the Separate Self is not a disappearing act. All functionality remains
present but attachment ceases to constrict an entity that considers the movement of
body and mind an act of volition.
6.5 There is no concern when an idea passes through awareness as Non-separation –
so why is there concern when a body passes through the same awareness as Nonseparation?
6.6 Killing, when it involves the death of the Separate Self, is an act of profound
courage. Harvesting the conditions for the killing of the Separate Self to occur is also
an act of profound courage.
6.7 The death of the body is final. But who you are remains.
6.8 Who you are has nothing to do with death and dying of the body. The definition of
death is impermanence. The definition of impermanence is separation. The definition of
separation is illusion. The definition of illusion is separative death.
6.9 The Separate Self kills the clarity of Non-separation and masks the pre-existing
unity of all that is perceived.
6.10 Everything perceived is Non-separation, the life that infuses the living and the
dead.

COMMANDMENT #7
Thou shalt not commit adultery.

rebuttal #7
7.1 Beginning with a relational contract that re-enforces division in the name of unity
creates the necessary conditions for the concept of adultery.
7.2 The misunderstanding of distrust and desire is an inevitable circumstance of a
Separate Self.
7.3 Contractual ownership of another human being is an act of separation, the
foundation of fear.
7.4 Giving one’s word and breaking one’s word are both actions of Non-separation.
7.5 Marriage as a future commitment is unknowable. Adultery is a happening of the
unknowable. The unknowable is Non-separation.
7.6 What we call love is generally the attachments, hopes, and projections of a
Separate Self thrust upon an imaginary friend – and relationship is an agreement
between two identity stories to abide by a common narrative that defines both
Separate Selves.
7.7 As one Separate Self fails to live up to the hopes and projections of an other, the
story of love gradually (or not so gradually) disappears.
7.8 Real love, which is Non-separation, can never disappear. It is ever-present.
7.9 Love cannot exist when there is an other.
7.10 When an other is present, the environment for adultery arises – an environment
that triggers the seduction of the Separate Self, an empty shadow of love.
7.11 Being lived as Non-separation, adultery is no longer a heartbreaking
experience or a sin. It is simply life revealing itself as it will.
7.12 Non-separation is often misunderstood as permission to flail about and do
anything you please. Become a living invitation to Non-separation and discover if this
assumption is the truth of your experience.
7.13 The “original adultery” is ignoring Non-separation while making love to the belief
that all is separate.

COMMANDMENT #8
Thou shalt not steal.

rebuttal #8
8.1 When external possessions are connected to the idea of a Separate Self, the
atmosphere for theft is implanted in a system of separate things.
8.2 As Non-separation, there is no system of separate things.
8.3 What is perceived as separate things are reflections of one another.
8.4 It is impossible to steal Non-separation or to steal from Non-separation – that
which has no second negates theft and the belief in personal ownership.
8.5 As Non-separation, the only theft is the Separate Self hijacking your true being.
8.6 The Separate Self wears a mask like a thief in the night. This mask is worn over a
second mask that is the “I” of your personal experience. Non-separation lives both
masks, impersonally.
8.7 In separation, the Separate Self steals. As Non-separation, the Separate Self is
stolen.
8.8 Non-separation steals the Separate Self, integrating it into the landscape of an
edgeless whole.
8.9 Separative stealing is partial. Non-separative stealing is total.
8.10 Non-separation is a form of theft equivalent to giving.

COMMANDMENT #9
Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor.

rebuttal #9
9.1 The concern with bearing false witness presents itself when the entirety of life is
built upon a lie.
9.2 This lie is the assumption that a Separate Self encapsulates the totality of
experience.
9.3 The Separate Self can only bear witness to a false, impersonally fraudulent,
unknowingly ahistorical culture of separation.
9.4 Being lived as the existence of Non-separation is the truth that unties the fabricated
knot constricting a limitless identity.
9.5 When the remembrance of Non-separation strikes, there is no longer an option to
deceive yourself or an other.
9.6 Non-separation can be lied about – but it can never be lied to.
9.7 Substitute the assumption of a Separate Self with Non-separation and attention
given to bearing false witness is replaced with permanent peace.
9.8 To treat your neighbor as a Separate Self is a violent act to both self and other –
dual fibs that coalesce into pretend relationships.
9.9 Neighbors are created by guarding the falsehoods of a Separate Self.
9.10 All stories, even this one, are an utter lie.

COMMANDMENT #10
Thou shalt not covet.

rebuttal #10
10.1 When life is a single movement, there is nothing outside of Non-separation to
covet.
10.2 To covet is to feel that something is missing from the Separate Self. When the
Separate Self becomes an expression of Non-separation, the thought that something
can be missing from anything is absurd.
10.3 As Non-separation, what happens to an individual happens to the totality (leaving
nothing to covet). Each moment is everybody’s joy and everybody’s pain.
10.4 Personal feelings of jealousy reveal confusion over “the who” that possesses
accolades, status, wealth, etc., as well “the who” that desires them. When there are no
“others,” Non-separation is lived undivided from all that is considered personal –
accolades no longer pertain to autonomous action.
10.5 Wanting another person’s life or accomplishments reveals an experience of
“distance” between self and other. Closing this gap nullifies desire – Non-separation
exists as one life and one accomplishment.
10.6 Despite what the Separate Self perceives, success is never an individual’s doing.
10.7 Coveting possessions is a pointless exercise when it’s known that nobody is in
possession of what they think of as their “own life.”
10.8 Covetousness requires comparison. Comparison requires an other. An other
requires a misunderstanding of Non-separation.
10.9 The Separate Self covets objects in the past and the future. Covetousness
cannot exist in the present moment of Non-separation.
10.10 As the lived existence of Non-separation, the Separate Self’s mantra of “I want
that” is replaced with “I am that.”
Signed,
LAZARUS GOODALL
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